
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Stellar Acrobatic Dance Academy 
 
  
Your Project Title: Facilitating cultural activities and celebrating Chinese heritage through acrobatic dance 

education 

Your Project Summary: Stellar strives to facilitate culture activities and celebrate Chinese heritage through 

Chinese classical and acrobatic art. Ms. Amy Zhang, Director of Stellar, a world-renowned Chinese acrobat, 

integrates acrobatics and Chinese classical dance in her choreography. Our programs include basic 

acrobatic training, ballet, and chinese classical dance. Our students will be participating in many events 

which are accessible to the Greater Cleveland Community. 

Final Score: No. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided insufficient evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $0 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: After reading this application I'm not really sure what this project is about. I can't tell if they are 

requesting funding for advancing educational activities to broaden knowledge of Chinese culture or if they 

are requesting funding to be able to perform pieces around the community different locations. This 

application needed a clearer and more defined objective. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This application does not meet the funding criteria. The Stellar Acrobatic Dance Academy is a 

unique program which wishes to facilitate cultural activities celebrating Chinese heritage through dance. 

They are highly skilled and offer a unique cultural asset to the Cuyahoga community. That said, I found the 

proposal unclear. The agency states that they will be conducting research to determine their most relevant 

education programs; they may need time before they are fully ready to design and execute a broad CAC 

cultural arts program. The applicant would benefit from additional staff guidance in the application process, 

and I wondered if there is a capacity building program available through CAC. The calendar includes project 

dates outside of the allowable funding cycle, and I had a question about the high mileage reimbursement 

request in the project finances section. The applicant did not include any response to the supplemental 

information question, which might have provided clarification. If staff can refocus this application to a single 

event (the Chinese New Year Celebration, for example), I would, however, look forward to future proposals 

from this applicant. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the required funding criteria. It is unclear exactly what the 

performances will entail, and how in turn they will benefit the local community. More specific detail about 

how exactly the community is engaged in the performances or impacted by them is require to meet the 

criteria. It is also unclear whether the community has an opportunity to take part in these performances, or 

how the performers are chosen. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: There is a lot of the plan that is incomplete here. I can not say that they goals are measurable 

and it appears to be behind in terms of timeline. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: The organization did not provide enough detail about the community they hope to serve and so 

the projected public benefit wasn't strong. They mention doing a community profile - it would be best if they 

applied after completing this profile so that they can pick a specific community or communities to serve and 

have their proposal align with the needs of those communities. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

